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Project at IAS-STS:

In 2013 | published The Future of Planning: beyond growth dependence (Bristol: Policy Press) in
which | argued that planning systems had become not just oriented towards promoting growth, but
dependent on such growth to deliver on their goals. In recent years, this argument has become
situated within a burgeoning literature on de-growth and post-growth, which argues that such
growth will need to be curtailed in order to stay within planetary boundaries. My new book,
Planning without Growth (Bristol: Policy Press) explores these arguments and also alternative
ways of delivering sustainable livelihoods, building on new ways of understanding the ‘economy'.



This is part of an attempt to develop a new form of post-growth planning. | am now engaged in
considering the implications of such post-growth thinking from the viewpoint of planning as a
knowledge-based activity. In addition to considering the new forms of economic knowledge that are
required, | am examining the implications for knowing about communities and also various
technologies. | aim to use my time at IAS-STS to learn more about how knowledge of current
sustainable technologies is being framed in a variety of contexts and consider how this can be
integrated into a broader theory of planning knowledge.
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